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H E Church of — bij receie/d ſuffi crent 
Security from both the Queen aud the Parlias 
ment, that ſhe is in no Danger from Them. 


Which we reaſonably Cenfſlire' to be not only, 'That ſhe is to 
Fear 20 evil Deſigns againſt her either by Her Majeſty or 
© » the Parliament ; ; But that they will Protect and Defend her, 


A far as in their Power, from all Attempts againſt ber by any | 
: be her Enemies whatſoever. 


This wan 'extreamly-. Neceſſary 4 — very Comfortable to 


bing at a Time when ſhe was Perſecuted with the utmoſt Strife 


of the Tongue, by Tongues ſer on Fire of Hell; who threw 
aut their Venom againſt her, in an Army, daily Recruited, 
of the moſt Virulent Papers and Pamphlets that any Age 
ever Jam, to render ber the Contempt and the Averſion o 
the whole Nation ! Aud which rhreatem d her Total and Sud- 
2 Deſtruction]! An Example that has not 2 Precedent 
Age or Nation in the World, where a Church, while 
ſhe was Eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, was ſo Openly 
and Furiouſſy Attack'd'! Which cou d not but raiſe very 
Melancholy and Deſponding Thoughts in her. Therefore 
the Guarantee of the n came in bers” very Scaſon- 
ably to her Relief. Wh . 
But ſince all. Human Aer, 4 658 ib bef ſettled Go 
vernments, are liable to Changes and Reyolntions,” and 
the Queen's Breath is in her 'F rl at the Soveraign Diſ- 


+ 


W dion 


poſal of Wn And that the Church muſt” one Day 
or other Loſe this ber Gracious: ProteQor, who  Ty'd to 2 
as to her Mother, at whoſe Breaſts 


is but Reaſonable, and even Neceſſary, that the Church. 


fhowd look, F 18 and ſee to her own yen 
f 


when that Sad Day ſhall om, when the Queen, her Greate 
Support, next under God, ſhall be takgn from her.. 
the Church enjoys the Protection of Her M 


| o the Preſent RL who have Both Promis 7. 


may the mare ſecure Deſpiſe the Efforts of ber Enemies. 
Tet' thay are not altogether ro be:Negledted. I will be 5s 
fmall B i pay; to her, "to have the Hearts of the Common 


People teln from her, and ſhe made rhe Jeſt and Proverb 
of the Nation, in Weekly Abele which are Diſper?d as 
Publickly 4 "the News-Fapers. And continue their Rage 


end Spite againſt her, 4 much Now, 4 Ever. And if we 


| Believe what. theſe Incendiaries 'Boaft of Themſcly 

iy 41 their Papers are well Receid by Men of the Greatef 
Intereſt and Senſe in the Nation, then the Poiſon bas ſpread 

further, And by the Multitude of theſe Papers 12 ge 


. it i evident they have Encouragement Somewhere. And. 


tw Sande to Imagine, what Effects 4 Continual Battery of 


3 . PN Where 1 mech irt 14 Fine, ſome 
tick. 


KA 


| þ * the D Sally: theſo Bacinles among our 5 


looks much more rerribly, when dag rf That they Act 
in Concert with, and Intirel exve the Purpoſes. of our 
Profeſs d Enemies Abroad. 75 

in Scotland. Which i the ſame Corner, whence chat Hand- 
breadth of 4 Cloud once before Came, which ſoon Darken'd 
the whole Heavens of theſe Three Kingdams, 1 Hl d them. 
with Blood and Deſolation! 

this there ra a Warning then given (obith ic hive 
Preſented to the Learned and Judicious: Biſhop 


Bramhall. Bur 1 fern no Effect. For the judgment was 


Determin'd. He was thought. « Hot Man, who Fore-ſaw- 
Danger, where there was None. And ſo 3 on 1 8 550 
till it vec them likg a RO... © 


— LS 


W 7 


ſhe has been Nouriſhed, 2 
—_ the Ties of Affection and Duty, t well as Intereſt :: 


mean the Prethjrerit Kirk 


The PREFACE 
Mom let us Conſider the Difference of the Circumſtances: 
betwixt. that Time and This. Aud ſee what Grounds of 
Security we have Now, more than the Church bad Then. 
They were Then indeed upon the Level with Us, as to one 
”K- Particular, that is, they had a l: the Throne, who 
3 mas Educated' the Church, 4 Learned Defender, and Re- 
. folute Protector of it, And they Truſted too much to this. 
1 For mhat was the Iſſue? By letting things go too Far, and 
| Deſpiſing the Malice of their Enemies, they found Them- 
ſelves in a Moment Undone, aud the Hearts of the People: 
ſtoln from them, by the Seditious Sermons and Pamphlets 
55 which were then ſpread abroad. And had the Lament able 
Comfort ro: ſee their King Die a Martyr for that Ghurch, 
"when, (by his Conceſſions to his Enemies, as he thought, to 
Gain them) be had put it out of his Power any longer to Pro- 
Let Vs nom look a little into the Preſent Poſture of Affairs 
in Scotland. Their Kirk is there Eſtabliſhed by Law. And 
_Epiſcopacy Aboliſhed as an Un- ſupportable Grievance ! 
y Perſecute the Church there with 4 Fury, that Aims 
at no leſi than her Utter Exciſion. They have Kenew'd their 
Covenant in two Aſſociations of both their Provincial Sy- 
1 ; nods. (which we have here in Print) wherein they Vow their 
' Lives and Eſtates, 4s well as their Souls, for the Extirpa - 
| tion of Prelacy. And this, at the Covenant at firſt, mat 
E only Voluntary, and People Invited to Come into it. But 4 
That Proceeded, ſo This. It is now made Compulſory, , 
and all their Preachers are Oblig'd to Subſcribe it, and 
Swear to it, and (which is more) give Bonds, under Pain 
f Deprivation; Aud they have Made it a Term of Com 
munion with them, to rake and ſubſcribe the ſaid Oaths and 
Bonds. And all this, without a Authority f Queen or. 
Parliament. All which is Evident from their Proceedings 
with Mr. Orrok and others of their own Preachers who Pro- 
. Feſted againſt their Impoſing theſe Oaths and Bonds, as Un- \ 
Chriſtian, in Making them Terms of Communion ; and 
Contrary to the Laws of the Land (ſeveral Acts of Parlia» + 
ment to that Purpoſe being there Quoted) to enter into Aſſo- 
ciations, frame new Covenants and Leagues, and Impoſe 
Oaths upon the Subjects, without the Authority of — 
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17 1 tl ch I have A Ty. 
e "Oh e Rigour i bg . 
Mok mare Now : Ces 40 the Gr 
iven them by ber Majeſty) than in the 


at; 


Reign 3 


4 [& larly Inſiſted pon 'by theſe Proteſtors, at an Hig 1 
dignity te her Majeſty, and 4 af ſt Sufpi 
; "tegrity of her Intentions. 


picion tf the Ine 


But this is not all, They look Bn and 24-16 
come under their n 2 gl Rving Kaen 


Covenanted Nation. They Pray publickly in. their Pulpits 
for the Converſion. of England from its Superſtitipn and 


Idolatry, meaning b Epi CqPacye our nn ws 
Cetemonies. | 


Mor 14 this all. oe of * moſt 2 5 them, ns 
word Charge withous Orders, began the On-ſet. toe ſoon, 
and met to the Number of about 700 in Arms; And r d 


up Declarations at Noon-Day, on the Market-Croſs in 


Royal Foro hs, diſe ſomning Princeſs ANN, from an. their 
hi ag ph; . had Promis'd mo Suppert Epi ſcopacy in 
netand, being 4 Covenanted Kingdom. And did this in 
I ame of all the true Presbyterians in Scotland. That 
Declaration which was thus- ſet up at Sanguhar, May 21, 
1703. We have here in Print. This was counted Fah. But 
ee no Inquiſition wes made congerni! nor or oi 
Notice ta 757 it, eit her by. the Kirk * the El 
Ment there, that ever we heard of. 


| There was no ſuch Threatning Aſpect in in Scotland, when | 


Biſhop? Bramhall gave bis Warning. 


No, nor in any Proportion, in England. The. Fadion 


| 5 44 ben no ways ſo Rampa 7 They. were then Under 


mining the Church, with - he” * and Fair Pretences. 
But now they raiſe. their Batteries above Ground, and hang 
out the Flag of Defiance. They Vilifie and Aſperſe the 
Church and Clergy, mithout any Ceremony. > They have 
their Private. 13 Fublick) Academies all over the King- 
dom 7% furni Fre Recruits. They are Induſtrious and 
Aye, and Act in Concert, with the utmoſt Zeal againſt 
the Church. of which we haue now 4 very m__ 
POO Gy . * theſe ate Date. Intitul d, Re 
marks 


\ 


. — 


marks on a- Letter from ſome DISSENTING-MIXI- 
STERS Aſſembled at COLNBROOK, to their Brethren 
in LONDON. Written för the Advancement of the 
NON-CONFORMING latereſt throughout the Nation. 
London, Printed for J. Nutt, near Stationers-Hall, 1706. 
And as " that Letter of theſe Diſſenting Miniſters, ſays p- 5: 
Their Caſe i not Confin'd to that Small Part, to which 
they are ſpecially Related as Paſtors. Bur by their Uni- 
ted Councils and Endeavours to the whole Flock, as far 
as within their Reach. And therefore they ſet up 4 General 
Correſpondence. +» 
Now de know well that Scotland it mot without their Reach; ü 
nor without their Correſpondence. And they, have Emiſſa- 
— here who male it their Buſineſs to Blind our Ryes, as much 
44 they can, to Molliſſe and Excuſe the Accounts that come 
From Scotland ; And the e maks us believe there is na 
Perſecution in Scotland; And that the Epiſcopal Clergy: 
there enjoy a full Com rehenſion, tho they are deny d a bare 
Toleration !] which "the Commiſſion file General Aſſem- 
bly'calPd Eſtabliſhing Iniquity by a Law. Aud Threat-- 
ned their Curſes againſt the Parliament, and their Poſterity, 
if they offer d to Attempt any ſuch thing. Which we have 
likewiſe here in Print. 2 alſo ſeveral Inſtances even in 
this Reign, ar ut Glaſgow, & c. where the Epiſcopal Clergy 
(and their Meetings) have been Rabbl'd, tho they had taken , 
| the Oaths to rhe Government, and fully Ga fy'd them 4 
-3 ſelves as to that Point. This is fully Prova. 3 Us deniable. | = | 
3 even. by our Ad verſaries. Tet the ey Cr Shes is no-Perſecu- 
tion there, unleſs upon the Account 72 the Civil Government. 
Tho, at the ſame time, ſeveral of the Presbyterian Preachers 
there, nom in Place, Refuſe to take the Oaths to Queen ANN, 
and are U n- diſturbd. Which is Conſe ſv d by one of their own 
Advocates, in what bears the Title of An Account of the 
: Proceedings of the Parliament of Scotland, which Met * 
Edinborough, May 6, 1703. And an Excuſe made for 
them, Pref. p. 2. That it was. on Account of, their Tender 
Conlciences. And mby might» not they haue Scruples about 
taking an Oath, as well as the Quakers ? And why ſhowd it 
not be Allowd them ? Thus he Pleads for them. But he owns. 
the Fact, which was —— to him, in the Book he pretends 
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to Anſwer. 7 have cold before:why ſame. n 


Acknowled by Kl, d th Princeſs of Denmark 5 their — — 
And why 


owd they (rs to her? — Foc 

the others 1585 Revierd. to the Tender- ciences po —— 
Brethren! me Peng: they not Enjoy the OY Frixi- 
* ge as the Qua 

But there is more than all this fill. The ane 
in Scotland in the Tear 1704, Enter'd into a 60 Combi- 
nation, and Drew up an Inſtrument, which they Calf d 
Overtures, 20 he Diſpers'd Privately among their onn Party 
only, for Raiſmg of Funds, to Buy Arms, and Ere& a Stand- 
ing Force, with Direction, for Naming their O and 
 Appointing Places of Randezvouz, And to Diſ. Arm and 
Seize on all that mere not Well- Affected, when they ſam 
TFroper time. A Copy of theſe Oyertures was Procur d and 

fem fo 2 Scotland, pa Printed here that ſame Tear, 1704- 
| ha 


ve not ſiuce e Contradicted of that Nation 
S 1889 9 4 155 


| A's Doings were not Known, before the Breaking out of | 
0 Rebellion aga-nft K. Charles I. And 1 will Add, That 
the Heads and Chiefs of the Faction in Both Kin gdoms 


had not then ſuch frequent Opportunities of Converſiag and 
Concerting together, as they have had ſince. 


Upon the whole, there were not near ſomany ConcunringCis= 
cumſtances 0 give a fer the Warning, which Biſhop 
Bramhall Aforded Seaſonably to the Church of of England, . 
to take heed of the Scotiſh Presbyterian 3 „ #5 there 
is Now. And we may. obſerve,” That the Presbyterians are 
not Alter d from firs they were, Except to the Wors, and 
to be more Bold and Expedite in their Work, being Im- 
prov'd hh Practice and Succeſſ. | 
And becauſe all Modern Advices * Suſpected, . * 
Branded with the Name of Parties among Us, this of Biſbop 
Bramhall's is Re- Printed, which 55 free from all theſe: Ob- 
e and Proceeds purely upon. rhe Merits of 1 the SO 
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e le e er ee 
1: The Occaſion and Subject of this Treatiſe. 

1 F the Diſciplinarians in Scotland could reſt con- 
tented to dote upon their own Inventions, and 


magnify at Home that Diana which them- 
ſelves have Canoniz d, I ſhould leave them to 


the beſt School-Miſtreſs, that is, Experience, to feel 


where their Shoe wrings them, and to purchaſe Repen- 
tance, What have I to do with the Regulation of Fo- 
reign Churches, to burn mine own Fingers with \aut- 


fing other Men's Candles? Let them ftand or fall to 


their on Maſter: It is Charity to judge well of others, 
and Piety to look well to our ſelves. — —— 
But to ſee thoſe very Men, who plead ſo vehemently 


on Dreams not only upon their Fellow -· Subjects, but 
upon their Sovereign himſelf, contrary to the Dictates 
his on Conſcience, contrary to all Laws of God 
and Man; yea, to compel Foreign Churches to Dance 
after their Pipe, to Worſhip that counterfeit Image, 
which they feign to have fallen down from Jupiter, and 
by force of Arms to turn their Neighbours out of a Poſ- 
ſeſſion of above 1400 Lears, to make room for their 
Trojan Horſe of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline: (a Practice ne- 


< 


ver juſtify*d in the World, but either by the Tark, or by 
the Pope) This put us upon the defenſive Part. They 


muſt not think, that other Men are ſo cow'd, or grown 
ſo tame, as to ſtand ſtill blowing of their Noſes, whilſt 


they bridle them, and ride them at their Pleaſure. | It is 


time to let the World — that this Diſcipline, 9 
i | | they 


againſt all kinds of Tyranny, attempt to obtrude their 


; 1. 
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opery, or a greater Tyranny than ever Rome brought 
forth, inconliſtent With all Forms of Civil Govern- 

ment, deſtructive to all forts of Policy, a Rack to the 
Conſcience, the heavieſt Preſſure that can fall upon a 


| © People, and ſo much more dangerous, becauſe by the 
ſpecious Pretence of Divine Inſtitution, it takes away 


the Sight, but not the Burthen of Slavery. Have Pati- 
ence Reader, and I ſhall diſcoyer unto thee more Pride 
and Arrogancy through the Holes of a thread-bare Coat, 


than Was ever found under a Cardinal's Cap, or a triple 


Crown. All this I undertake to demonſtrate, not b7 
fome. extraordinary Practices juſtify'd only by the Pre- 
tence of invincible Neceſſity; (a weak Patrociny for ge- 


 neral:DoQrin,) nor by the ſingle Opinions of ſome Ca- 


pricious Fellows, but by their Books of Diſcipline, by 
the Acts of their general and provincial Aſſemblies, by 
the concurrent Votes and Writings of their Commifſi- 
Oners. eee enn Ribs 
I foreſee that they will ſuggeſt, that through their 
Sides I ſeek to wound Foreign Churches. No, there is 
nothing which I ſhall eonvict them of here, but I hope 
will be difavow'd, though not by all Proteſtant Auctors, 
Yet by all the Proteſtant Churches in the World. But I 
muſt take leave to demand of our Diſciplinarians, Who 
it is they brand with the odious Name of E 


Eraſtians in 


re. Bede, the AQts of their Parliaments and A ſſemblies, and in the 
48, Kc. Writings of their Commiſſioners, and reckgnthem with 
Papiſts, Anabaptilts, and Independants; Is it thoſe 


Churches who diſarm their Presbyteries of the Sword 
of Excommunication which they are not able to weild? 
So did Eraſtus; or is it thoſe who attribute a much grea- 
ter Power to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate in the Managery 
of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs than themſelves ? So did Eraſtus, 
and ſo do all Proteſtant Churches. The Diſciplinarians 
will ſooner endure a Biſhop or a Superintendent to 2 


* K 2 4. * 6 ao 6 — 
* . * . * 
( 2 ) 7 


they ſo much adore, is the very Quinteſſence of Ren ds 


= . S 
( | ) 


chem, than the Civil Magiſtrate. And when the Nia 


giſtrate ſhall be rightly inform'd what a dangerous 
Edg'd- Tool their Diſcipline is, he will ten times ſooner - - 


admit of a moderate Epiſcopacy, than fall into the 
Hands of ſuch Huckſters. 


If it were not for this Diſciplinarian Humour, which 


will admit no Latitude in Religion, but makes each Ni- 
0 2 a Fundamental, and every private Opinion an Ar- 
ticle of Faith, which prefers particular Errors before 
general Truths; I doubt not but all Reform d Churches 
might eafily be reconciPd. Before theſe unhappy Trou- 
bles in England, all Proteſtants, both Larheraxs and Cal 
winifts, did give unto the Exgliſß Church the right hand 
of Fellowſhip; the e eee though 
- they preferr'd their own 
were hard-hearted) yet they did not, they durſt not con- 
demn the Church of England, either as defectivein any 


neceſſary point of Chriſtian Piety, or redundant in any 


thing that might virtually or by Conſequence overthrow 
the Foundation. Þ: * 


- 


Nox to the Exguſb Biſhops, wherein they ſtyle them 
Reverend Paſtors, Fellow-Preachers, and joynt-Oppoſers of 
the Roman Antichriſt. They themſelves were then far 
from a Party, or from making the calling of Biſhops to 
J „%% IF. 


0 


Point. I will ſhew firſt how this 3 entrencheth 
moſt extreamly upon the right of the Civil Mag iſtrate; 


 fecondly that is is as grievous and intollerable to the 
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uch as more pure, (elſe they 


But to leave theſe Velitations and come home to the 


Witneſs that Letter which their General Aſſembly of Aſſemb. Cen. 
Super imementi, Paſtors and Elders ſent by Mr. John Anno 1556. 


Doeh 4. 5, ſtrate diſfenting and diſclaiming. 
gef + by. the Supreme, Magiſtrate, if he be 4 x oh 99.4 &c. And 
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That this new Diſcipline doth- utterlj overthrow the Rig ber 
of Magiſtrates, to convocate Synods, to confirm their Acts, 


#0 order Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, and reform the Church with- 


in their Dominions. © 


XI Princes and States inveſted with Sovereignty 
| of Power, do juſtly challenge to themſelves the 
| Right of Convocating National Synods of their own Sub- 
jects, and ratifying their Conſtitution. 1 


And although pious Princes may tolerate or privil e 


* 


the Church to convene within their Territories annually 
or triennially, for the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, and Exe- 
eution of Conſtitutions already confirm'd, (nevertheleſs 
we ſee how wary the.Syz3d of Dort was in this particu- 


cm. 0 flat,) yet he is a Magiſtrate of Straw, that will permit 


the Church to convene within his Territories, whenſo- 
ever, whereſoever they liſt, to Convocate before them 


V bomſoever they pleaſe, all the Nobles, all the Subjects 


of the Kingdom, to change the whole Eccleſiaſtical Po- 
Iicy of a Common - wealth, to alter the DoQrin and Re- 


ligion eſtabliſh d, to take away the legal Rights and Pri- 


vileges of the Subjects, to erect new Tribunals. and 
Courts of Juſtice, to which Soyereigns themſelves muſt 
fubmit, and all this of their own Heads, by Virtue of a 
| Ee Power given them from Heaven, contraty to 
non Laws and lawful Cuſtoms, the Supreme Magi- 
Ynods ought to be call d 


14 


U 


to fal. The E- 
dit. Gron. 


either by himfelf, or by ſuch as he ſhall pleaſe to chooſe. for 


645.54. 161. that Purpoſe, he ought to preſide over them. This Power 
8 the Emperors of old did challenge over General Coun- 
ils, Chriſtian Monarchs in the Blindneſs of Popery over 

National Synods, the Kings of England over their great 

N P Councils 
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Councils of old, and their Convocation of latter times: 
The Ef ates of the United Provinces, in the Synod of 
Dort; this power neither Roman Catholick or Prote-- 
ftant in France, dare deny to his King. None have been 
more punctual in this caſe than the State of Geneva, 
where it is expreſly 23 that zo Synod or Pres- Les ordium 
bytery ſhall alter the Eccleſiaſt ical Policy, or add am thing to Eccleſ. Prin- | 
it, without the conſent of the Civil Magiſtrate. Their Bl. 562 3eu- 4 
ders do not challenge an mo thc, th Power as the * 
Commiſſioners of Chriſt, but are {til} called the Commiſfio- Pig. 20. 
ners of the Signiory. The leſſer Council names them with 2%. 20. 
the advice of the Miniſtry, (their conſent is not neceſſary ) | 
The great Council of 200 doth approve them or reject 
them. At the end of the Year, they are preſented to the 
Signiory, who continue them, or diſcharge them as they ſee 
cauſe. At their admiſſion, they take an Oath, zo keep the 
Eccleſiaſtical Ordinances of the Civil Magiſtrate. The final g. 9. 
determination of Doctrinal differences in Religion, (af. 
ter conference of and with the Eccleſiaſticks) is referred Pag. 114 
#a the Magiſtrate. The Proclamations publiſhed with the: 
found of Trumpet Regiſtred in the ſame Book, do 
" plainly ſnew, that the ordering of all Eccleſiaſtical Af. 
airs is aſſumed by the Signiory 
But in Scotland all things are quite contrary, the Civil 
Magiſtrate hath no more to do with the placing or diſ- 
placing of Esccleſiaſtical Elders, than he hath in the E- 
lectorul College, about the Election of an Emperor. 
The King hath no more legiſlative Power in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Cauſes than a Cobler, that is, a ſingle Vote in caſe he 
be choſen an Elder, otherwiſe none at all. In Scotland: 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſons make Repeal, alter their Sanctions 
every Day, without conſent of King or Council. King 
James proclaimed a Parliament to be held at Edinburgh, 
and a little before, by his Letter, required the Aſſembly 
to abſtain from making. any Innovations in the Policy of the 9. 20. 
Church, and from prejudging the deciſions: of the States by 9 


| their. 


* 


(6) 


their roncluſions, and to ſuffer all things to rant Ine is as 


condition they were until the approaching Parliament. What 
did they hereupon ? They negleRed the King's Letter; 
by their own Authority they determined all things po- 
ſtively, queſtioned the Arc -Biſhop of St. Andrews up- 
on their own wang, For "are fo  Beneficts,- and vo- 
ting in Parliamant, accord pee Ha Laws of 
the Land: Yea, oops of ſaucineſs they arrived, 
and into that contempt they reduced Sove Power, 
| f — that twenty Presbyters (no more at the higheſt, ſome- . 
bed ao. times but thirteen, ſometimes but ſeven or eight) dared 
to hold and maintain a General Aſſembly, (as they miſ- 
called it) after it was diſcharged by the King, againſt 
his Authority, an Inſolence which never apy Mm 
durſt yet attempt. 
x Book * By their own Hatharity,; Jo? before there was any Sta- 
A bead, tute made to that purpoſe, — aboliſh'd all the Feſtival 
| _ of the Charch, even thoſe which were obſerved in me- 
mory of the Birth, Circumciſion, Reken, and ur. 
tion of our Saviour. 
Fans their own Authority, they decreed the abolition of Bis | 
Juror them to reſign their Oſſices, as not having any 
li od's Word, ander pain of Excommunication. 
„ * dich from Preaching until they bad 4 new admiſſion 
2589. from the 2 5 Aſſembly. And to compleat their own 
, Folly, added further, that they would diſpoſe'of their. Poſ- 
ſeſſions at the Church's Putrimom in the next Aſſembly + 
Which ridiculous Ordinance was maintained ſtifly by 
the ſucceeding Synods, notwithſtanding the Statute, 
Park, 1586 that it ſbould be Treaſon to impugn the Authority of the three 
| Eitates, or to procure the innovation, or diminutiun of 
am ef them. Which was made on purpoſe to con- 
trol their vain preſumption. Notwithſtanding that 
themſelves had formerly approved, aud as much as 
in them lay, eſtabliſhed Superintendents, to endure for 


x Book Diſzip. term of Life, with their umbers, Bounds, —_ 
4. andes bead, larger 


3 ö 7 
— * 


A OS 
larger than thoſe of other Miniſters, indued with Epiſ- 
copal Power, to plant Churches, ordain Miniſters, af- 
ſign Stipends, preſide in Synods, direct the Cenſures of 
the Church, Without whom there was no Excommuni- 
cation. The World is much miſtaken concerning Epi- 
fcopacy in Scotland; for though the King and Parlia- 
ment were compelled by the clamours and impetuous 
violenee of the Presbyters, to annex the Temporalities 
of Biſhops to the Crown, yet the Function it ſelf was ne- , . 
ver talen awe) in Scotland from theiÞ firſt converſion to Chri. 3. 
Hianity, until theſe unhappy Troubles, And theſe very 
Temporalities were reſtored by the Act of Reſtitution, 1666. 
and their full Power was firſt eſtabliſhed Synodicalh, and dle. 8 
afterwards confirmed by the three Eſtates of the King - 2.71. Elinb. 
dom in Parliament. i $519 Yb Ogg 1612. 
By their own Authority, when they ſaw they could not 
prevail with all their iterated endeavours and attempts 
to have their Book of Diſcipline ratified, they obtruded it 
apon the Ghurch themſelves, ordaining that all thoſe who 
ha born or ulid then bear any Office in the Church, ſhould ſubs AP. Edinb. 
—  feribe il, under pain of Excommunieation. „„ bh 
By their own Authority, or rather by the like unwar- 
rantable boldneſs, they adopted themſelves to be Heirs of 
their Prelates, and other Dignities and Orders of the 
Church ſuppreſſed by their tumultuous Vidlence, and 
decreed that a/l Tythes, Rents, Lands, Oblations, yea, whats 
over had been given in former times, or ſhould be given in | 
future times to the ſervice of God, was the Patrimony of the N diſe. 
Church, and ought to be collebted and diftributed by the Dea- 8. 
cons, as the Word of God appoints. That to convert any of 
this to their particular or profane uſe of any Perfon, is dete- 
Fable Sacriledge before God. And elſewhere, Gentlemen, 1 Book dit. 
Barons, Earls, Lords, and others, muſt be content tolive ap- & bad. 
on their jaſt Rents, and ſuffer the Kjrk to be reſtored to her 
Liberty. What this Liberty is, follows in the ſame Place, 
all things given in Hoſpitality,all Rents pertaining to Prieſts, tbidem,. 
Se ant 43 Chanteries, 


* 
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Chanteries, Colleges, 74 


pelries, Frieries of all Orders, the 
| Jbidem, Fiſters of the Seens, all which ought to be retained ſtill in the 
eee of the Kzrk. Give them but leave to take their Breath 

| and expect the reſt. - The whole Revenues of the Temporali- 

= ties of Biſhops, Deacons, and Arch-Deacons Lands, and all 
1 : Renis pertaining to Cathedral Kjrks. - Then ſuppoſing an 8 
l | Objection, that the Poſſeſſors had Leaſes and Eſtates, 4 
—_ they anſwer, That thoſe. who made them were Thieves. and = 
Murtherers, and had no Poker. ſo. to alienate the tommon_ 
Thidems Good of the Kjrk. They deſire that all ſuch Eſtates ma 
be annulled and avoided ; that all Collectors appointed 4 

by the King, or others, may be diſcharged from inter- 

medling therewith, and the Deacons. permitted to col- 

| | lect the ſame: Yea, to that height of Madneſs were 
il | - they come, as to define and determin in their Aſſembly, 
17 Aff. Edin. (judge whether it be not a modeſt conſtitution of a Sy- = 
= x6479, nod, ) That the next Parliament the Church ſhould be fully 1 
1 reſtored to its Patrimom, and that not hing ſhould * in 4 
| Parliament until that was firſt conſidered and approved. Let 


all Eſtates take notice of theſe Pretenſions and Deſigns. 
If their Project have not yet taken effect, it is only be- 
—_— oj they wanted ſufficient ſtrength hitherto to accom- 
11 | Init. heb vet tub Sling 
"3. . 1 Laſtly, by their own Authority, under the ſpecious title 
\_< of Jeſus Chriſt, Ming of Kings, and Lord of Lords, the only 
ll | | Monarch of bis Church; and under pretence of his Prero- 
gative Royal, they erected their own Courts and Presby- 
teries in the moſt parts of Scotland, long before they were 
legally approved or received, às appeareth by their own 
AQ, alledging, that many Suits. had been made to the Ma- 
giſtrate for approbat ion of the Policy ef the Rirt, which had 
Af, Glaſg. not taken that happy effect which good Men mould crave: 
© 353-1733, And by, another Act acknowledging that Presbyceries 
4590. Weretheneſtabliſhed (Syzodicalh) in moſt parts of the 
Ni Edin. Kingdom And laſtly, by the Act of another General. Aſſem- 
4591. .bly at Edinburgh, ordaining that the Diſcipline contained - 


J 
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 #nthe Allr of the Generdl Aſſembly, ſhould be ehr, as nit 


in Angus aud Mernis, 4s. in the reft of the Kingdom. © © 
Lou ſee ſufficiently in point of practice, how the Diſ- 
ciplinarians have t ed the Laws, and juſtled 
the Civil 


ceeds not from Inanimadvertency or Paſſion, but from 
their Dorin and Principles 
Firſt, they teach, That no Perſons, Magiſtrates nor 
1 power to Vote in their Synods, but 
_ Secondly, they teach, That Eccleſiaſtical Perſons have 
the fole Power of convening and convocating ſuch Aſ- 
ſemblies; Al Eceleſiaſtical Aſſemblies have power to con- 
dene lawfully together, for treating of things concerning the 
Kirk. They have power to appoint Times and Places. Again, 
National Aſſemblies of this Country, oug 

tained in their own Lyberties, with power 


to the irt to ap- 


point Times and Places, Thus they make it a Liberty, - 


that is, a Privilege of the Church, a part of its Pari. 
mom, not only to Convene, but to Convocate, whomſo- 


ever, whenſoever, and whereſoever. 


Thirdly, for point of Power, they teach, that Sy- 2 
nods have the judgment of trac and falſe Religion, of Doffrin, tape 5. 


Hereſies, &c. The Elettion, Admiſſion, Suſpenſion, depriva- 


tion of Miniſters, the determination of all things that per- 


tain to the Diſcipline of "the Church. The judgment of 
Eceleſraſtical Matters, Cauſes beneficiary, matrimonial and 


others Tariſdiition to proceed 16 Excommunication againſt 299% 41 


thoſe that rob the Church of its Patrimony. They have le- 
giflative Power to make Rules and Conſtitutions for keeping 

00d Order in the Kjrk. They have power to abrog e and 4. 
 boliſh all Statutes and Ordinances concerning Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters, that are found noiſom and unprofitable, and agree not 


" 


any 


upon 
Magiſtrate out of his Supremacy in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Affairs. My next task ſhall be to ſhew that this pro. 


** 
only Eccle- 2 Book diſe. 
| 9 Chap. 7. 


* 
* 


bt always to be re · Chap. 12. 


with the time, or are abuſed by . People, And all this without cb 12. 
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Reclamation, or Appelletion, to any Judge, Civil * Kr 
cleſia ical. 14 12 "M119 MA 
.. Foarthly, They: reach that. öden ROLES theſe Þ Priyile 1915 ges 
8 TGA e or People, or. particular 2 2 
2. Book %/. of any other Gauer 2 eihrate 2 execute 
FT CORES the Church, nor preſeys « any Ne ale how it ſhould 


be done, bat 2571 ical. Pe 75 125 immediately from 
God, and 6 from t 


tator jeſus Ghrif, . And yer. fur. 
| — The Church tannat be 5 7 chers, * 


1 Minifers and Stemards ſet over it, by Chrjft, nor otherwiſe 


SynodiThear.gs than by his Laws. And OR] t 2 is no Power in Earth 


that can chalenge to it ſel) a Command ar . wy the 
Charch And again, ut 5s. prohibired-by the Law 2. 7. 
and of Chriſt, for the Chriſtian N iſtrate t I ard 
' Government of the Church, and conſequently, is challenge to 
himſelf the Right of both Swords, Spiritual. 3 Temporal. 
And ij 3 arrqgate ſa much n the 
Church Tout have Cauſe to Complain. 4d Exclaing, t the 
Pope is chang d, but the Papacy remains. 80 if 25 5 and 
Magiſtrates ſtand in their way, they; are e 1 


Weor. 8. 


as Well as Biſhops are Eccleſiaſtical. ver 

Mien do, js in the ONT of our. Lora Je 50 0 dy Aus 

E delegated, from him alone. 

ä Laſtly, They teach that they have all this "ant not 
only without the Magiſtrate, but againſt the Magiſtrate, 

In formation he: 18, 


Theor, 62. 


P'9: ( can no way alter Church Canons concerning the Wor- 


- - ſhip of God. For Hccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ought to be 
exercisd, whether it be ratiſy d by the Civil Magiſtrate 


Theor. 98. 
adds nothing to it, ſo ke nothing away from it. If 
there be any claſhin ng of JpridiBzons, or Defe& in this 

| kind, they lay the Fault 15 the M agiftrate's Door. It 
1s a great Sin or Wickedaey, for 4 Magiſtrate to * 

er 


Theor, 82. 


þ . 
- 


« Although. he diſſent, and ſend out his Prohi- 
From Scotland, e hitions to the contrary, Parliamentary Natifications 


or not. The Want of a Civil Sanction to the Church, 
is but Re Lacrum ceſſans, nom damuun emergens. As it 
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10 A 
der the Exercife, or 
No we have ſeen the pernicious Practices of their 
Synods, with the Poctrins from which they flow; it 
remains to diſpel Umbrages, wherewith they ſeek to 
hide the uglineſs of their Proceedings and Principles from 
the Eyes N17 We (ay they) do give the 
Chriftian Magiſtrate a Polit ical Power to convocate 8y- 
nods, to prefide in Synods, to xatiſie the Adds of Sy nods, 
to reform the Church. We make him the- Keeper of 
both Tables. Take packing, and hold it faſt, here are 
good Words, but they ſignify nothing, 'T ruſt me what- 
deyet the Diſciplinarians do give to the Magiltrate, it 
dis always wich a faving of their ona Stakes, not giving 


„ __ N 3 
Execution of Fedefiaftical D 


for his Advantage, but their own, For they teach that nz... ge. 


this Power ofthe Chriſtian, Magiſtrate is not Private and 
Deſtructiue to the Power of the Chuch, but Camulat ive, 
and only Aux;liary gr alſiting, 
- "Beſides the Power which they call abuſively Aushorita- 
tive, but is indeed Miziferzal, of executing their Decrees, 
and contributing to their Settlement, they aſcribe to.the 
Magiſtrate concerning the AQs of 3 that which e; 
very private Man hath, a Judgment of Diſcretion, but 
#hey retain to themſelves the Judgment of Jeri/di#ion. 
And if he judge not as they would have him, but ſuſpend 
out of Conſcience the Influence of his political Power, 
where they would have him exerciſe it, they will either 
teach him another point of Popery, that is, an implicite 
Faith, or he may perchance feel the Weight of their 
Church Cenſures, and find quickly what manner of 
Men they be, as our late Gracious King Charles, and be- 
fore him his Father, his Grand: mother, and his Great 
Grand · mother did all to their Coſt. 
Tuben in plain Eogliſh What is this political Power to 
call Synods, to preſide in Sy nods, and to ratify Synods, 
which theſe good Men give to the Magiſtrate, and 
—___ Ca magnify 


** 


2 Book of diſc. 
el. 10. 


which the Magiſtrate ows to the Kirk, when they thi 


< own Subjects) Goth flow from the Mag 


magnify ſs much 7.1 ſhall tell the Truth. It is a-Dut: pee 


neceſſary to have a Synod convocated,.*. To ſtrengthen 


coming to the Synod, and returnin 5 from the Sy- 
nod, to provide them good Accommodation, to pro- 


tect them from Dangers, to defend their Ri L. Ku 


« 
[19 
« Privile 
ir 


and Pun 


to compel obſtinate Perſons h Civil 
* to ſubmit to their e 


crees. What gers the Magiſtrate- by. all hs ta 
dimſelf? He may pur it all in his Eye, and ſee never a 


whit the worſe. For they declare expreſſy), That 
* neither all the. Power, nor any 
« which Synods have to deliberate of, or to define Ec- 
& clefiaſticat Things, (though it he in relation to their 


« hecauſe in thoſe Things which Ret 
« Man, (mark the Rea on) the Ch 

4 of the help of the Magift 
nuous Confeſſion; they attribute nothing to the Magi 
ſtrate, but only what may render him able to ſerve their 
own Furns, and fopply their Needs. I wiſh theſe 
Men would think a little more of the Diſtinction be- 
tween Habitus and Actual Iuriſdiction. Aſter a School- 


to the out ward 


Maſter hath his Licenſe to teach, yet his Actual juriſ- 
diction doth proceed from the Parents. of his Scholars. 
And though he enjoy a kind of Supremacy among them, 


he muſt not think that this extinguiſherth, either hi ER 
filial Duty, or theirs. 
Eike this Power of preſiding politically in Synods, A 


the other Power, which * y give him of reforming 2 


Church, that is, when the State of the Church i is 0 
rupted, but not when it is pure, as they take it for, 


8 


ranted, that it is, when the uriſdiction is in their own. 
ands. Although 'godly Kings and Princes, fome- 
0 time by their own Authority, when the Kirk is cor- 

a « rupt 


their Summons by a Civil Sanftiog, t to ſecure them in 


part of the Power, 


Magiſtrate, but 


ſtands in need 
giſtrate. Mea fall and inge- 
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3 1 Emperors and Kings 


1 66 2 
4 rupted, and all Things out of Order, place Miniſters, 
« and reſtofe the true Service of the Lord, after the Ex- 
« ample of ant, or og, of Jau, and divers god- 


ſo in the Light of the New 
eſtament; yet where the Miniſtry of the Kirk is 

© once Sion conſtituted, and they that are placd,. 
« do their Office faithfully, all godly Princes and Ma- 
* giſtrates ought to hear and obey their Voice, and re- 


1 verence the Majeſty of the Son of God ſpeaking in 


© them. Leave this jugling; who ſhall judge, when 


4 the Church is corrupted ; the Magiſtrates, or Church: 


3: 


«© men? If the Magiltrates, why not over you, as well 
&« ag others? If the'Church-men, why not ethers, as 
« well as you? Here is nothing to be anſwer'd, but to 
«© beg the Queſtion, that they only are the true Church. 
« Hear another Witneſs, in evil and troubleſome Times, 


and in s lapſed State of Affairs; when the Order in- 


« ſtituted by God in the Church, is degenerated to Ty. Neos. S4. 
« ranny, to the trampling upon the true Religion and 4 85. 

« oppreſſing the Profeſſors of it; when nothing is ſound, 

the godly Magiſtrate may do ſome Things, which 

4 ordinarily are not lawful, &. But ordinarily: and 

4 of commen Right, in Churches already cenſtituted, 

« if a Man fly to the Magiſtrate complaining that he is 

& injur'd by the Abuſe of Ecclefiaftical Diſcipline, or if 

„ the Sentenee of the Presbyteries diſpleaſe the Magi- 
« ſtrate, either in point of Diſcipline, or of Faith, 12 
4 gmuſt got therefore draw ſuch Cauſes to a civil Tri- 
« hunal, nor introduce a political Papacy. And as the 


A 


_ < Magiſtrate hath Power in extraordinary Cauſes, when 


“ the Church is wholly: corrupted, to reform Eccleſia- 
& ſtical Abuſes; ſo if the Magiſtrate ſhall Tyrannize 0+ 
* ver the Church, it is lawful to oppoſe him, by cer- 
* tain ways and means, exrraordinary; however ordins- 
& rily not ta be alom d. This is plain Dealing, the Ma- 
Des N giſtrate 


Midems 


2 

Sx 

bs 
41. 


5 Pan and in Caſes extraordinary, they may 
ly reform the Ma agiſtrate, by maus nat to be orainargly als 


ag 


V2 
1 


{4 
irate cannot law fully ($...9 08 but in g 
Jawfyl- 


lo d, that is, by force of Arms. See the Principles 


from whence all our Miſeries, and the Loſs of our gra- 


 cious Maſter hath flow'd, and learn to deteſt them 


Theor, 43. 


Theor. 88. 


Theor. 82. 


| cipline more aft 10 e "And 
: Judge of Spiritual Calau controverted s in the Church. Aud 


Lal ſafe RR od: hg Sn rs 


4 ve the Magiſtrate 1 the Ca both Tables, 10 
15 ive the. ſame to N they kerp the 
— T: by 4dmoniſbinghim.; he keeps the. ff Tas * 
ble, by aſſi Ning them: They reform the Abuſes of the 

firit Table, by ordinary Right; of the ſecond: Table, 
e He reforms the Abuſes againſt the ſe- 


d Table, by erdanary Right ; and the; Abulgsagaigſt 
X firſt be, by e * 6 


9 12 37 %2; * r ef, 12 * * 


But can the Magiſtrate, according their Learving, 
call, the Sy nod to an cent for any 8405 they do; 


can he remedy the Errors of a Synod, either in Doctin 


or Piſcipline ? Na, I, Magsſtrates had, Poner 10 changes 


or diminiſh, er reſtrain the- bis of the Church, the Con- 
dit ian of ” Church ſhoald be morſe, and their Liberties 
teſs, under 4 Chriſtian Magiftrate,, than unier an Heat hen. 
or (ay they), Parliaments and ſupreme Senates, are, ne 
more, than Synode, . V5 
Þ the Magiſtrate is not 


decres any thing in ſuch Baſineſſes, according to the 
ene the Fleſh, ond not at to the Rue of Gg 
Mord, and the Wiſdom wah frew Ke, le muſ Br 


Account M it unto Gad. 
Magiſtrate oppoſe * the Executi- 


Or may the Supr 
on'of their Diſcipline, practis d in their Presbyteries, or 


e. 


Synods, by Laws — 2 No, it #s Wickedmeſ5, 


If he do jo far abuſe bis . 
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3 CY _ 
Thea what Remedy hath the Magiſtrate, if he find = 
himſelf griev d in this Caſe? He may deſire and procure 4 
Review in 7 Mort er lay the Matter may be 
tawfwlly deter mind by Eccleſiaſtical Judgment. V upon 
this Condition, That notwithſtanding the future Review, Theore 91, 92. 
the firſt Sentence of the Synod be executed without De lay. "This 
is one main Branch of Popery, and a groſs. Encroach- 
ment upon the Right of the Magiſtrate. 


: . 


de bib 1121197 man TID. 7; | 
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That this Diſcipline robs the Magiſtrate of the laſt Appeal 


HE Second flows from this. The laſt Appea® ©: 
ought to be the Supreme Magiſtrate, or Magi- 
ſtrates, within his or their Dominions, as to the higheſt 
Power under God. And where it is not ſo order'd, the 
 Common-wealth can enjoy no Tranquility, as we ſhall: 
ſee in the ſecond part of this Diſcourſe. By the Laws of 
England, if any Man find himſelf griev'd with the Sen- 

' tence or confiſtorial Proceedings of a Biſhop, or of his 
Officers, he may appeal from the higheſt Judicatory of 
the Church to the King in Chancery, who uſeth in that 
. caſe'to grant Commiſſions under the Great Seal to Dele. 
gates expert in the Laws of the Realm, who have Pow˖- 
er to give him Remedy, and to ſee Juſtice done. In 
Scotland this would be taken in great Scorn, as an high 
Indignity upon the Commiſſioners of Chriſt, to appeal 
from his Tribunal, to the Judgment of a mortal Man. 
In the Year 1582, King Jaues, by his Letter by his. 
Meſſenger, the Maſter of Requeſts, and by an Herald at- 
Arms, prohibited the Aſſembly at St. Andrew's, to pro- Aſs. Saint Ans 
ceed inthe Caſe of one Mongomery, and Mongomery, _ Arew's, 1582, 
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1582. 
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Rſt. Saint An- 
ucew's, 1586 


3. 


ſelf appeal'd to Ceſar, or to King and Council. What 
did our new Maſters upon this? They ſlighted the 
King's Letter, his Meſſenger, his Herald, rejected the 
Appeal, as made to an incompetent Judge, and pro- 
ceeded moſt violently in the Cauſe. About four Years 
after this, another Synod held at St. Andren's,. ts 
in like manner againſt the Biſhop of that See, for Voting 


in Parliament according. to his Conſcience,” and for be- 
ing ſuſpected to have penn q a Declaration, publiſh'd by 


the King and Parliament at the end of the Statutes, not- 


; withſtanding that he declin'd their Judicature, and ap- 
peal'd to the King and Parliament. When did any Bi- 


- ſhops dare to do ſuch Acts? There need no more In- 


Rances, their Book of Diſcipline it ſelf being ſo full. in 
the Caſe, from the Kirk there is no Reclamation, or Ap. 
pellat ion, to any Judge, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, within 
F TT 22 oo ain fhhngt Hg 
N 1 # „ os N 5 4 F n e 5 bs 
e een E 
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"JT *Hirdly, If Eccleſiaſtick Perſons in their Pulpits, or 
1 Afemblies,, . ſhall leave their Text and proper 
Work to turn Incendiaries, Trumpeters of Sedition, 
ſtirring up N to Tumults and diſſoyal Attempts, 
in all well order'd Kingdoms and Common. Wealths, 
they are puniſhable by the Civil Magiſtrate, whoſe pro- 
per Office it is to take Cognizance of Treaſon and Sedi- 
tion. It was well ſaid by a King of France to ſome ſuch 
 feditious Shebas, that if they would not let him alone in 
their Pulpits, he would ſend them to preach in another 
Climate. In the United Provinces there want not Ex- 
amples of ſeditious Orators, who for controlling their, 


* 


(7) 


Magiſtrates towi.Caucily in the Pulpit, have been WY 
both out of theib Churches and Cities without any fear 


of wreſting Chriſt's Sreprer out of his Hand. In Geneva 


it ſelf, the Correttion of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons (ua tales) 
is expreſly reſerved to the Signiory: So much our Dif- 
eiplinariaus have out done their Pattern, as the paſſionate 
Writings of heady Men out · do the calmer Decrees of 4 
ſtayed Senate. "46 

But the Miniſters of Sehtland have exempted chem- 
ſelves in this caſe from all ſecular Jadgment, as King 
| James (who knew them beſt of any Maa living) 
neſſeth. They ſaid, He was an incompetent © 
ſuch Caſes, and that matters of the Pulpit ought to 
empted from the judgment and correction 9 Princes. "They 
themſelves ſpeak plain enough. It is an abſurd thing, 
that ſundry of them, (Commiſſaries) having »o funition 2 Þ 
of the Kirk, ſhould be je Fadges to Miniſters, and 35 them 
from their Rooms. The reaſon holds as well againſt Ma- 
| rx as Commiſſaries. To paſs by the ſaucy and 

editious Expreſſions. of Mr. Dery, Mr. Mellvill, Mr. 
Ballcanquai!, and their impunity. Mr. James Gibſon in 
his Sermon, taxed the King for a Perſecator, and threat» 
ned him with a Curſe, that he ſhould die Chilaleſ5,end. be 
the laſt of his Race; for which being convented before the 
Aſſembly, and not appearing, he was only Suſpended dũ - 


E 1 


Eccl. Ord. 
PAg. 14. 


Ae 1. 


2 Book diſcs 
Chap. 11. 


At dab. 
1587. 


ring the pleaſure of his Brethren; (he ſhould ha have been 


Sul nded indeed, that is Hanged.) But at another As- 


bly in Auguſt following, upon his allegation, that his 


not appearing, was out o his tender care of the Rites 
of the Church, he was purged from his Contumacy, 
withour once ſo much as acquainting his Majeſty. - 


Ihe Caſe is famous of Mr. David Blake, Miniſter of Maſter David 


4 . Andrews, ho had ſaid in his Sermon, that the 
had diſcovered the treachery of his Heart, in ad- 
— e ** r into the Country. That all 


ks —" 


Blake. 1596, 


2 55 _ <. will never do us any good 


of no Religion? E appeal to all the 


bot talen, to bring Miniſters in queſtion upon 


7 7 10 
dy Ki nos Wer al Derain Fe ben dhe Bean ft 
4 the Court, and in the Guiders of it. And in his Prayer 


« for the Queen, he uſed theſe words, We muſt Pray 
for her for Faſhion ſake, but we have no cauſe, the * 
Fe ſaid, that the Queen 
of England (Queen e Was, am Atbeiſt; that 
© the 1 of the Seſſion mere Miſcreants and Bribers 
© that the Nobility were, Degenerated, Godleſs, Diſ- 
7 ſemblers, and Enemies to the Church; that the 
Bo. Councih were Holly-glaſſes, Cormorants, and Men 
Rates) in Eu- 
rope, What Puniſhment could be ſevere enough, for 
fuch audacious Virulence? The {þ Ambaſſador 
complains of it; Blake is died before Council. The 

Commiſſioners of the Church plead, that it will be il! 


ſuch trefling Dela 


due, as incbnſiſtent with of the Church. 


x more deſirous to decline their Envy, than they his Judg- 


They conclude that a Declinatour ſhould be uſed, and a 
Proteſtation made againſt thoſe Proceedings, ſaying it 
wa, God's Cauſe, mhereiu then ought to ſtand t MI hazards. 
Accordingly a Declinatour was and 
Blake deſires, to be terfiitted to the Presbytery, as his Ors 
dinary. The Commiſſioners fend the Copy of the De- 
clinatour to all the Presbyteries, requiring them for the 

greater corroboration of their doings,:to ſubſcribe-the 
ſame, and to commend the Cauſe in hand, in their ris 
vate and publick Prayers to God, uſing theit beſt-cre- 
dit with their Flocks for the maintenance thereof. The 
King juſtly incenſed here with, diſcbargeth the Meeting 
of the Commiſſianers. Naorwithſtanding this: Ain %, 

they ſtay ſtill, and ſend-Delegates to the King,otorepre- 
ſent the Inconveniencies that might inſue. The Kin 


ment, offers Peace. The Commiſſioners refuſe it, andt 
* an infolent Petition, As eke a 
| rvedly 


* 


00 195 9) 


edly and the Cauſe was heard the very day that the 

5 Elizabtth now Queen Bf Bohemia) v way Chri- 

The Rpt 8 1 aig Mr. Robert 
Pont int ename of tl ch, makes a Proteſtation. 
Blake preſents a . Deliver. The Council deeree 
that the Cauſe . onable, is cognizable before 
them. The 8000 N. its ill ſeeks Peace, ſends Meſſen- 


ſengers, Treats, offers to remit : But it is labour in yo. 
The Miniſters 


their Prolocutor, That the liberty of C it's Ming ech. ba 
received ſuch a Wound, by' the Aſur pat ion of the Rites of 
the Church; that if the Lives of Mr. Blake and tweiity o- 
theri, had bein taken, it wol nor have grieve the Hearts 
As ood People fo much, r theſe injurious Proceedings. The 
Fg Woes and Confers. At laſt the matter is 
ed, That the King ſhall make a Declaration in 
favor of EO A Eo that Mr. Blake ſhall only make 
| 1 0 50 Queen, agd de Pirdoned, - 
9 2 jp N efuſerki to G any Fault, or to ac- 
knowledge the Ki ing and Couneil ta be any Judges of 
his Sermon. Hereupon he is convicted and fentenced to 
be Ee 5 'falſt au treaſonable A and his Puniſh- 


Amellt referred to che King. Still the King Treats, makes 
Prof eee his Majeſty. or once, on twice; 
the Miniſters rejeck them, proclaim, a Faſt, raiſe a Tu- | 
mult in Edinburg, Petition, prefer Articles. "The King 
departerh” "From ths City, removeth his Coarts of Juſtice, 
che People repent, the Miniſters perſiſt, we ſeek to en- 
gape the Subſecr in « Covenant Fart Þ efence. One 
r.Walſb in his Sermon tells the People, Tala the Ring 
was 2 with a Devil, yea, wh ſeven Devils; that the 
Sabjects might lawfully Yiſe and tate the Dar out of his 
| 2 The Seditious, encouraped from the Pulpit, 
ſend à Letter to the Lord. Hamilton, to come and 
cheir General.” He We refuſeth, and ſheweth their | 


# | 
tf 


5 2 


(126. oy 
La the King. Herenpon the Miniflert.ars Rte 
tor to be Apprehended, and flie into Egli. 
Tumult is N ed to be Treaſon by the Eftates of hs 
Kingdom. I have urged this the more largely, (yet as 
1. 1 could) to let the World fee, what - Koi | 
s theſe Diſciplinarians are, and how incon+ 


rous Subje 


ſiſtent their Principles be, withal orderly RATTAN 4. 
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ee, Kc Dole cee e 


„ tn 
ieh Thy vom . 3 themſelves. - 

| 2 Koche aug ks 3 5 2 9 8 from the Tri- 
bunalf of t ereign Magiſtrate, or nay Senate, : 

but they have ſubjected him, 7M, N 5 1 . 
in the diſcharge of tha. Sovereign Tru 10 their own 
Conſiſtories, Ven 5 the higheſt cenfure of Excommuni- 

cation, which is like the . e off a Member from the 
Body Natural, or the Out- la Wing of a Subject in the 
Body Politick, Excommunication, -that. very. Engine, 
whereby the Popes of old advanced themſelyes above 
Emperors. Io Diſcipline muſt all the Eſtates mithin this 
Realm be ſubje® ; as well Rulera, as they that, are Ruled. 
| And elſewhere, All Men, as well. Magiſtrates as. Inferiors, 
ought to be fbbject to the Judgment of. General Aſſemblies. 
And yet again, No man that is in the Church, ought. to. be 
exempted from Eccle faſt ical Cenſures. What horrid and 
pernicious Miſchief uſe to attend the Excommunica- 
tion of Sovereign Magiſtrates, 1 leave to pul Man's 
Memory, or Imagination. Such Courſes make great 
- 'Kings become Cyphers, and turn the tenure of a Capo 

IRE. MEX 


5 _ thority,” who have inveighed 


1 
| Hold, 4a volantatem Dominoram: Such Doctrins 
weight berter become ſome of the Roman Alexanders, or 
Boni acts,” or Gregorius, or Pius Quintus, than ſuch great 
ellors of Humility, ſuch great diſclaimers of Au- 
0 bitterly againſt the Bi- 
for their Uſurpations. This was never the 
Qtice of any Orthodox Biſhop. St. dmbroſe is miſtakes 4 
what he "cha to Theodoſias — no act of Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 


riſdiction, but of Chriſtian Diſcretion. No, he was better 


grounded; Davis ſaid, - Againſt thee only have I ſinned, be. 
cauſeibe was 4 Ning. Our Diſci « wr germs abhor the name 
of Authority, bes \ JUS the thing ; their profeſſion of - 
_ Humility, is juſt like that Cardinal's hanging up of a 
Fiſher's Net in his Dyning· Room, to put him in mind of 
his Deſcent; but ſo ſoon as he was made Pope, he took 
it down, ſaying, whe: 1 . wa 2 ws there 4s ma. 
cd of a Mt. 
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% "CHAP. VL. f | 
| 1 i robs the Magifra f bis Diſnſative Power, 


"7 All Supre Magiſtiates * en to ee | 
5 hy a power of pardoning - Offences and Offen- 


ders, where hey judge it to be expedient. He who be · 
lie ves that the Magiſtrate cannot with a good Conſcience 
diſpenſe with the puniſnment of a penitent Malefactor; 
F wiſh him no greater cenſure, than that the Penal Laws 
might be duly executed upon him, until he recant his 
Error. But our Diſciplinarians have reſtrained this dis 
ſpenſative Power, in all ſuch Crimes as are made Capi - 
tal by the Judicial Law, as in the caſe of Blood, Adul- 
_ ory; „ In which caſes they 0 © _= 
nder 


Wn Book ui ſe. 
bead g. 


| * 


to be, to the Offenders, & r. And the Magiſtrate 


nt 1e 


* ) 2 
1 © | 


(22) 


% Offender ought to ſuffer Death, as God hack com 


a manded. And il the Life be ſpared, as it ought nt 


oF ought to prefer 'God's express Commandment, before 


«his own corrupt Judgment, eſpecially! in puniſhing _ 


' theſe Crimes, which he commandeth tobe puniſhed with 
- A. Edenb. Death. When the then Popiſh Baris of 


DE 554. 5 and Errall, were Excommunicated by the Church, 


Argus, Hunt- 


and forfeited for treaſonable practices againſt the King; 


it is admirable to read with what: Wikomand — 
and Sweetneſs, his Majeſty did ſeek from time to time, 
to reclaim them from their Errors, and by their un- 


feigned converſion to the Reformed Religian, to pre- 


vent: their Puniſnment. Wherein | he had the cancure 
rence of two Conventions of Eſtates, the one at Falk 


land, the other at Damfermling. And nnn | 


to ſee with what bitterneſs and radicated Malice, they 
were proſecuted by the Presbyteries and their Com. 


itioning, that hey n 


| en, of Lav, as being Excommanicated : Sometimes threat- 


ning that they were reſolved to parſue them to the utmoſt, 
tho it ſhould be with the loſs of all their Lives in one Day. 
T hat if they continued Enemits to:God and hir Truth, the 

Couniry ſhould not brook both them and the Lords note. | 

Sometimes pteſſing to have their . confiſcared, ani 
their Lives taken away. Alledging for their Ground, that 

by God's Law they bad deſerved Death, And when the King 

urgedrhatche Boſom of the Church ſhould: be ever open 

penitent Sinners, they anſwered, That he Church could 


fuſe their Satisfattion, if it was truly offered, bat tbe 
King was oblig ed to do Juſt ice. What do you think of thoſe 
that roar out Juſt ice, Juſtice, now-a-days, whether they 

be not the right Spawn of theſe Blood - ſuckers? Look 
upon the Examples of Cain, Eſau, Iumael, Antiochus, 
Wa and tell me, if n ever find ſuch ſuperci- 


lious 


(20 


Hobs, cruel, Bloodthirſty Ferſons, to have been pious 


towards God, buttheir Religion is commonly like them - 
ſelves, r e Curſed be their Anger, for it was 


* 


Feret, and tbeir Wrath, for it was cruel. Sen. 79. 7 


Tbeſe are ſome of thofe Incroachments which our 
Diſciplinarians have made upon the Rights of all Su- 


preme Magiſtrates; there be undry others, which eſpe- | 


cially concern the K/zngs of Great Britain, as the Loſs of 
his Tenths, Firſt-fruits, and Patronages, and which-is- 
more than all theſe, the Dependence of his Subjects; hy- 


all which we ſee, that they have thruſt out the Pope ins 
deed, but retain'd the Papacy. The Pope as well as they, 


and they as well as the Pope, (neither Barrel better 


Herrings,) do make Kings but half Kings, Kings of the 


Bodies, not of the Souls of their Subjects: They allow 


them ſome ſort of Judgment over Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, 
in their civil Capacities; for it is little (according to 


their Rules) which either is not Eccleſiaſtical, or ma 
not be reduc'd to Eccleſiaſtical, But over Eccleſiaſtick 
Perſons, as they are Eccleſiaſticks, or in Eccleſiaſtical 


Matters, they aſcribe unto them no Judgment in the 
World. They ſay, it cannot ſtand with the Word of” 


Commiſſioners 


Sod, That no Chriſtian Prince ever claim'd, or can Jun, 


4 claim to himſelf ſuch a Power.” If the Magiſtrate 
will be contented to wave his Power in Eccleſiaſtical 


Matters, and over Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, (as they are 


ſuch, ) and give them leave to do what they liſt, and ſay 
What they liſt in their Pulpits, in their Conſiſtories, in 


dom of Chriſt. If he will be contented to become a 
ſubordinate Miniſter to their Aſſemblies, to ſee their 


Decrees executed, then it may be they will become his 
good Maſters, and permit him to enjoy a part of his. 
Civil Power. When Spvereigns are made but Acceſſa- 
8 _— ries, 


their Synods, and permit them to rule the whole Com- 
mon- wealth, in order to the Advancement of the King- 


indication of 


6. 1648. 


ries, gad Inferiors do become Pe is, 
Obligations are devis d, than "thoſe of 
eee it is time for the Magiſtrate to look. to im. 
elf, theſe are Prognoſticks of A Storms, the a- 
vant Curriers of ſeditious Tumult. When Supremacy 
lights into ſtrange and obſcure H. it can = 
contain it ſelf within an any Bounds. Before gur Diſci 
narians be well warm'd in their Eceleſuaſtical "Harb 0 
they are beginging, 9 they have already made 
in the Invaſion of the Tempor 
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1 Ting Religion at Home, and promoting the Work 
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byters Young Cardinals, and their Conſiſtory a Con: 
clave, and their Committees a JunQo for propagating 
the Faith? Themſelves ſtand moſt in need of Refor- 
mation; if there be a Mate in the Eye of our Church, 
there is a Beam in theirs. - Neither want we at Home, 
Sad be praiſed, thoſe Who are: a Thouſand times 
fitter for Learning, for Piety, for, Diſcretion, to be 
Reformers, than a few giddy Innovators. This Iam 
ſiute, ſince they undertoołk our Cureagainſt our Wills, 
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Subjects by Letters, miſive mhen he pleaſed, He anſwer 95 
that he was no Preacher of Rebellion, but taught 3 _ 
People to obey their Princes in the Lord; LI fear he — * 
taught them dikewiſe, that, he and they were the 
competent a8 hat, is Oberlience in the Lord. Be: 
He confeſſed his Convacating of the Subjects iy ver tus of 1 
a" command from the, Church, to advertiſe-tht Brethrew Z 
when he ſaw 4 neceſſity of their Meeting, eſpecially if he 7M 
ade age Religion to be in Paxil. Take Another In. | . 
ance, The Aſſembly having received an anſwer | 
from the King, about the Trial of the Papilh Lexie n 
not to their Contentment, reſolve all to convene in 
Arms at the place appointed for the Trial; wheres 2 
_ © upon ſome were left at Edenberoagb to give timely: 1 : 
7 advertiſement to the reſt. The King at his ir turn | 1 
« gets. notice of it, calls the Miniſters before hunt 
c News them what an undutiful part it was in them 
to leyy Forces, and draw his Subjects into Arms 
without his Warrant. The Miniſters pleaded; That * 
it was the Cauſe f God, in Defence whereof they could not 8 
be deſitient. This is the Presbyterian Want, to ſubject 5 
all Cauſes and Perſons to their Conſiſtories, to ra- 105 
tifie and aboliſh Civil Laws, to confirm and pull 
down: Parliaments; to levy, Forces, to invade othen 
Kingdoms, to do any» thing teſpectively to the ad- 
vancement of the good Cauſe, and in order to Neli⸗ 
gion el adi e Hol 4le eis 
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Sevants oft thy Servants isYafcended;” Now their 
Comfiltorigsare-berome the Fribunals'of Chr That 
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nis K. Inet fotkis World; Their Detertbi- 

natiops'paſs/forithe Sentintes' of *Chrift. Alas, there 
aue much Faction and Paſſion; and Ignorance in 
4 ries;.'Their Sy oda! As go for the 
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Hands. In thoſe Days they magnified the Platform 
of Geneva, for the Pattern ſbemed in the Mount. But 


there, the Presbyters at their admiſſion take an Oath, 
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1 . : 
to obſerve the Eccleſiaſtical Ordinances of the ſmall; 
ee general Councils of that City. Can any 
be ſo ſtupid as to think, that the high Commil- 
ſioners of Chriſt Swear Fealty to the Burgers of Ge- 
neva? Now for ſooth their Diſcipline is become the 
Scepter of Chriſt, the Eternal Goſpel. (See how Suc- 
ceſs exalts Mens Deſires and Demands.) In good 
time, where did this Scepter lie hid for 1500 Years, 
that we cannot find the leaſt Footſteps of it in the 
meaneſt Village of Chriſtendom? This Worlddraws 
towards an end; was this Piſcipline fitted and con- 
trived for the World to come? Or how ſhould it be 
the Eternal Goſpel? When every Man ſees how 
different it is from itſelf,in all Presbyterian Churches, 
adapted and accommodated to the Civil Policy of 
each particular place where it is admitted, except 
only Scotland, where it comes in like a Conqueror, 
a= makes the Civil Power ſtoop and ſtrike Topſal to 
it, Certainly, if it be the Goſpel, it is the fifth Goſ- 
pel, for it hath no kindred with the other four. There 
is not a Text which they wreſt againſt Epiſcopacy, 
+ but the. Independants may with as much colour of 
Reaſon and Truth, urge it againſt their Presbyteries. 
Where doth the Goſpel Ny, e between tempo; 
rary and perpetual Rulers ? Between the Govern- 
ment of a Perſon, and of a Corporation? There is 
not a Text which they produce for their Presbytery, 
but may with much more reaſon be alledged for 
Epiſcopacy, and more agreeable to the Analogy of 
Faith, to the perpetual practice and belief; of the 
Catholick Church, to the concurrent Expoſitions of 
all Interpreters, and to the other Texts of Holy Serip- 
ture; for until this new Model was Veſterday devi- 
ſed, none of thoſe Texts were ever ſo underſtood. 
When the practice uſhers in the Doctrine, it is very 
ſuſpicious, or rather ung that the Scripture was 
144 | | not 


<\ 


33 (3x) 
not the Rule of their Reformation, but their ſubſe. 
quent excuſe. This (Jure Divino) is that which 
makes their Sore incurable, themſel ves incorrigible, 
that they Father their own Brat upon God Almighty, 
and make this Muſhroom, which ſprung but up the 
other Night, to be of Heavenly deſcent. It is juſt 
like the Doctrine of the Popes Infallibility, Which 
ſhuts the Door againſt all hope of Remedy. How 
ſhould they be brought to reform their Errors, who 
believe they cannot err, or they be brought to re- 
nounce their drowzy Dreams, who take it for grant- 
ed; that they ar Divine Revelations! 
And yet When that Wiſe Prince, King James, a 
little before the National Aſſembly at Perth, Pub- 
litned in Print 55 Articles or Queſtions, concerning 
_ the uncertainty of this Diſcipline, and the Vanity 
e phe ere Plea of Divine Right, and con- 
cerning the Errors and Abuſes crept into it, for the 
better preparation of all Men to the enſuing Synod, 
that Miniſters might ſtudy the point before-hand, and 
ſpeak to the purpoſe ; they who ſtood affected to 
that way were extreamly perplexed. To give a par- 
ticular Account, they knew well it was impoſſible; 
but their chiefeſt trouble was, that their foundation 
of Divine Right, which they had given out all this 
while to be a ſolid Rock, ſhould come now to be 
queſtioned for a ſhaking Quagmire. And ſo without 
any oppoſition they yielded the Bucklers. Thus it 
continued until theſe unhappy Troubles, when they 
ſtarted aſide again like broken Bows. This Plant 
thrives better in the midſt of Tumults, than in the 
Times of Peace and Tranquility, The Elm Which 
ſupports it, is a Factious Multitude, but a Prudent 
and Couragious Magiſtrate nips it in the But. 
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That this Diſci pline mates 4 Monſt er f the Common- 
4 wealth, 71 eren 87.157 
TE have ſeen how Pernicious this Diſcipline (as 
it is maintained in Scotland, and endeavoured / 


. 


to be introduced into England by the Covena 


nt,) is 
to the Supreme Magiſtrate, how it Robs him of fa 4 2 
Supremacy in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, and of the laſt 
Appeals of his own Subjects, that it exempt the Pres- 
vm from the Power of the Magiſtrate, and ſubjects 
the Magiſtrate to the Presbyters, that it reſtrains his 


Diſpenſative Power of Pardoning, deprives him of 


the dependance of his Subjects, that it doth Challenge 
and Uſurp a Power Paramount both of the Ward and 
of the Sword, both of Peace and War,over all Courts 
and Eſtates, over all Laws — * and e 
in order to the advancement of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
whereof the Peary alone are Conſtituted Rulers - | 
by God, and all this ff pretended Divine Right, 
which takes away all hope of Remedy, until it be 

hifſed out of the World; in a word, that it is the top 
branch of 1 Or greater Tyranny, than ever Rome 
was guilty of, It remains to Thew how difadvanta- 
gious it is alſo to the Subject. 
Firſt, To the Common; wealth in general, Which 
it makes a Monſter, like an Amphiſcian, or a Ser 


pent with two Heads, one at either end. it makes a 


Co-ordination of Soyereiguty in the ſame Socie ty,two 
Supreams in the ſame Kingdom or State, the one 
Civil, the other Eccleſiaſtical, than which nothing 
can be more pernicious, eirher to the Conſciences, 
or the Bſtares of Subjeft<when it falls out (as it oeh 
doth) that from thefe rwo Heads iſſue conitrary com- 
mands, H "the "Trampet give am uncertain found, -who Cor. 14. 8. 
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ſhamed, but did not know how to 


— 


2 


ſhall. prepare himſelf to the Battle? Much more when 
there are two Tru „ and the one ſounds an 


_ . Akrm, the other a Retreat. What ſhould the Poor 


Soldier do in ſuch a caſe? Or, the Poor Subject in the 
other caſe? If he obey the Civil Magiſtrate, he is 
ſure to be Excommunicated by the Church; if he o- 
bey the Church, he is ſure to be Impriſoned by the 
Civil Magiſtrate; What ſhall become of him? I know 


1 Xin. 3. 25. 0 Remedy, but, wr Solomon's, Sentence, 


the living Subject muſt be divided into tuo, and the 
one half given to the one, and the other half to the 
other, For the Oracle of Truth hath ſaid, that one 


Man cannot ſerve two Maſters. But in Scotland every 


Man muſt terve two Maſters; and (which is worſe) 


C 


many times diſagteeing Maſters. At the ſame time 
Ee 2 0 ivil Magiſtrate hath commanded the Feaſt of the 


Nativity ofour Saviour to be obſer ved, and the Church 
hath forbidden it. At the ſame time the King hath 
Summoned the Biſhops to Sit and Vote in Parliament, 
and the Church bach forbidden them. 


1 RY * * — & » - 


"In abs Year 1589. Monfear l Knight of che 
Order of the Holy Ghoſt, with an Aſſociate, were ſent 


Ambaſſadors from France into Scotland: The Miniſters 
of Edenbyrgb approving not his Meſſage, (tho! meerly 
Civil) 197 77 5 in their Pulpits bitterly againſt him, 
calling his White Crofs the Badge of Antichriſt, and him- 
ſelf the Ambaſſador of « Martherer, 1 King was a- 

it did not know how to help it; Ihe Am- 
baſſadors were diſcontented and deſired to be gone: 
The King willing to preſerve the Ancient Amity be- 


tween the two Crowns, and to diſmiſs the Ambaſſa- 


dors with Content, requires the Magiſtrates of Eden. 
burgh to Feaſt them at their departure; ſo they did. 
But to hinder this Feaſt, upon the Sunday preceed- 


ing, the Minifters proclaim a Faſt to be kept the fame 
Day the Feaſt was appointed; and to detain the Peo- 


ple 


(„ 


ple all day at Church; the th 


ree Preachers make . Giles's 
| inan - = 


three Sermons,one after another wichout Intermiſſion, Cb 


thundring out Curſes againſt the rates and No- 
ble: men which waited upon the Ambaſſadors by the 
King's Appointment. Neither ſtaid they here, but 
purſued the Magiſtrates with the Cenſures of the 
Church, for not obſerving the Faſt by them pro- 
claimed; and with much difficulty were wrought to 
abſtain from Excommunicating of them; which Cen- 
fure, how heavy it falls in Scotland, you ſhall ſee by 
and by. To come yet nearer, the late Parliament in 
Scotland injoy ned Men to take up Arms for deliveryof 
their King out of Priſon: The Commiſſioners for the 
Aſſembly diſallowed it; and at this p eſent, How 
many are chaſed out of their Country? 'How many 
are put to publick Repentance in Sackcloth? Ho-. 
many are Excommunicated for being obedient to the 
Supreme Judicatory of the Kingdom, that is, King 
and Parliament? Miſerable is the Condition of that 
People, where there is ſuch Claſhing and Interfering 
of Supreme Judicatories and Authorities. If they ſhall 
pretend that this was no Free Parliament: Firit, They 
a ffirm that which is not true; either that Parliament 
was Free, or what will become of the reſt? Secondly, 
This Plea will advantage them nothing; for (which 


is all one to the former) thus they make themſelves 


Judges of the Validity or Invalidity of Parliaments. 
(RS: £ rant 44 tes. BEI ee I; wii Yet? 
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That this Diſcipline i moſt Prej wdicial tothe Parliament. 
[Rom the Eſſential Body of the Kingdom, we are 
T - to proceed to the Repreſentative Body, which is 
the Parliament. We have already ſeen, how it attri- 


butes a Power to National Synods to reſtrain. Farlia- 
R ments, 


* 
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ed —— abrogate #heir 40d, if they ſhall judge 


March 22. 


ries, as from 


them prejudiciabio che Church. We need no other 
Inſtance, to ſhe ht ſmall Account Presbyteries 
do make of Parliaments, than the late Parliament in 
Scotland, Notwithſtanding that the Parliament had 
declared their Reſolution To levy Forces vigoroaſly, and 
that they did expett, as well from the Synods and Presbyte- 
e his Majeſty's good Subjects, a ready 
Obedience to the Commands of Parliament, and Committee 
of Eftates; * The Commiffioners of the Aſſembly not 
© ſatisfied herewith, do not only make their Propo- 


als, that the Grounds of the War, and the Breaches 


of the Peace, might be cleared, that the Union of the 


Ki ngdoms might / be preſerved, that the Popiſh and 


. © Prelatical Party might be fuppreſs'd, that his Ma- 


<jeſty's Offers concerning Religion might be declared 
Unſatisfactory; that before his Majeſty's Reſtitution 
to the Exerciſe of his Royal Power, he ſhall firſt en- 


gage himſelf by ſolemn Oath under his Hand and 


Dec lar. 


© Seal, to paſs Acts for the Settlement of the Cove- 
nant and Presbyterian Government in all his Domi- 
< nions; &. And never to oppoſe them, or endeavour 
the Change of them. (An Uſurer will truſt a Bank. 
rupt upon eaſter Terms than they will do their Sove- 
reign.) And 1 4 ſuch Perſons only might be 
© intruſted, as had given them no cauſe of Jealouſie, 
* (which had been too much, and more than any Eſtates 


in Europe will take in good part from half a dozen | 


Miniſters.) But afterwards by their publick Declara- 
tion to the whole Nirł and Ringdom, ſet forth, that not 
being ſatisfied in thefe Particulars, they do plainly diſſent 
and diſagree, and declare that they are clearly per- 
fwaied in their Conſciences, that the Engagement is of dan- 


CE Inn, MII are II. 
erty of 


the Nirk, favourable to the malignant Party, #n- 
conſiſtent with the Union of the Ningdom, contrary to the 
— do | 5 Word 
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Word of God aud he C 88 ea ana 
Vord of | the Covenant, ry canner 
either Miniſters or any other whatſoever to concur and co- 
operate in it, 'and-truft that they will keep themſelves free 
in this buſineſs, and chuſe Aflittion rather than we jo 
And to fay the Truth, they made their word good; for 
by their Power over the Church-men,and by their In- 
fluence uport the People, and by threatning all thoſe 
who engaged in that Action with the Cenſures of the 
Church, they retarded the Levies, they deterred all 
Preachers from accompanying the Army todo Divine 
Offices. And when St: Peter's Keys would not ſerve 
the turn, they made uſe of St. Paul's Sword; and 
gathered the Country together in Arms at Machleene- 
Moore to oppoſe the Expedition. 
So if the High Court of Parliament will ſet up 
Presbytery, they muſt reſolve to introduce an higher 
Court than themſelves, which will over- top them for 
Eminency of Authority, for Extent of Power, and 
Greatneſs of Privileges, that is, a National Synod. 
Firſt for Authority, The one being acknowledged 
to be but an Human Convention, the other affirmed 
confidently to be a Divine Inſtitution. The one fitting 
by vertue of the King Writ, the other by vertu&of 
Goa's Writ, The one as Counſellers of the Prince, the 
other as Ambaſſadors and Vicars of the Son of God. The 
one as Burgeſſes of Corporations, the other as Commiſſe- 
oners of Jeſus Chriſt. The one judging by the Lam of 
the Land, the other by the Holy Scriptures. The one 
taking care for this Taper Life, the other for Eter- 
1 Tod bond tink 1 e 
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Secondly for Power, as Curtius faith, Ubi Multitado 
vana Religione capta eſt, melius vatibus ſuis quam ducibus 
paret : Where the Multitude is led with Superſtition, 
they do more readily obey their Prophets than their 
Magiſtrates. Have they not reaſon ? Pardon us O 
Magiſtrate! Thou threaten'ſt us with „ they 
R 1285 | threaten 


2888 * 
1 40 - 
. 1 „ 4 . 
Asten wich Nell Fire: Thy Sentence deprives us 
of Civil. FroreBtipn, and the Benefit of the Law, ſo 
doth theirs 4ndiret#y, and withal makes us Strangers 


to the Common- wealth of Iſrael. Thou can't Out- 
WES. lav us, or Horn us, and confiſcate our Eſtates, their 
. Keys do the ſame alſo by conſequence, and moreover 
deprive us of the Prayers of the Church, and the com- 
fortable Uſe of the Bleſſed Sacraments. Thou can'ſt 
deliver us to a Parſevant, or commit us to the Black 


. Rod, they can deliver us over to Satan, and commit 
: us to the Prince of Darkneſs. - . | 


. 8 1 F 1 
Thirdly for Privileges, The Privileges of Parliament 
extend npt to Treaſon, Fellony, or Breach of Peace, 
but they may talk Trea ſon, and act Treaſon, in their 
Pulpits and Synods, without controlment. They may 
ſecurely commit not only Pettilarciam but Burglary, and 
force the Doors of the Palace 2 They may not 
only break the Peace, but convocate the Subjects in 
Arms, yea, give Warrant to a particular Perſon, to 
convene them by his Letters Miſſi ves, according to his 
Diſcretion, in order to Religion. Of all which we have 
ſeen Inſtances in this Diſcourſe, The Privileges of 
Parliaments are the Graces and Conceſſions of Man, 
and may be taken away by Humane Authority; but 
the Privileges of Synods they ſay are from God, and 
cannot, without Sacrilege, be taken away by mortal 
Man. The two Houſes of Parliament cannot name 
Commiſſioners to ſit in the Intervals, and take care, 
. h Ne quid Detrimenti capiat Reſpublica, that the Com- 
* | mon- wealth receive no Prejudice: But Synods have 
_ power to name Vicars General, or Commiſſioners, to 
it in the Intervals of Synods, and take order that 
peither King, nor Parliament, nor People, do incroach 
upon the Liberties of the Church. If there be any 
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thing to do, they are (like the Fox in Æſqh's Fables) 


antifa gg 1 p AN I= * TIED 
1 


T heal b hes Potfous this 2 8 is too 
full of Rigout, like Draco 's Laws Jul * 4, 
tet 1 8000 1 0 I Tefſer. 3 in 
Church Cenfures up Aiphic roittids; As for a 
comely Geſtüre, for auen for Sufpition of , 
vetouſneſs or Ptide, for Superfluity in Raiment, Lege 
for Coſt or Faſhion® for. «Pins a; Table above. 7 


Ma S Callia 'or Megs ing\at a We [0 I 
of of Servants in che g or 1 Man's +++ 
Hait A. la modè, for not ole s-for uling the 
leaſt! ecreation'upon ch 15 void of Sca - 
dal, 7 an e uties "Ni the Day. TI 
they wwe aainteck“ wh. the Practiſc of all's 
ee antrics. B Fr Faid but ſce one © 
thoſe Skirmiſhes which are 0 fred. in ſome Places 
the Pulpit, the Confiltory, the whole Kingdom wault 
not be able to hold them, What Dj Wee dee have 
there been amonf ſome of their Sect a ut Starch and 
Cuffs, r. J e thoſe | grave Debates which lows 
ſometimes àmong the Be Abdut the Colour 
and Faſhion of n They 
Mena Latixude of Difcretion,in Al 7 thing An dier 
even W kult der che Ves or 8 
It iS trachrhey elr Ce 11180 ann ie 
and if a Man IN ft Gonfek ele * Nane 
forry for giving the Presbyters any be gps 1 5 
form himſeli in his Ha r, 3005 arel, 11 9 
to w ttheſerough- 40 8 Wor Wa h 
ME 2 the'Svool © e eee they, I 


en againſt kite for e e 


„ db 6- > Ne 
EI This Difopline js adele in ee: bt; 
. . NN AK. ( Wen s vB. '& 8 N Nee Fault ts; n 9 :4*.. he 


er. nn. 


82 


4. Wie. a - 9 


I Book 9. bead. 
„„ 


ACcot lit. 48. 


aHd they 25 


wer a IF 
= . with bim, 


Ab dal. To 


905 1 e 4 Chorch » - ; 
1h. Andes Reach 


. black! 
101 


546 


ONE firft 
Crimes wha 


1 


£3 
£5 hk 


49 5 


9 
f 1 
1 7 4 4. 


1 


to the 
| 100 NY — ml 2275 = 


5 5 — 
Cen pf 


ga 7 e 


rie;that ts, an 
lawing of the Party. 2 Cagnes of = 5 
ion, 


2 Ane g's BroxeQtion, ſo as a 
; map kill him and Fadi, yea;rhe Parry 
excommunicated,» Mücheln vean thoſe 


Fatal £8 ters granted: \ | tuo; ak ren ſon to pra 


Taras fal die l Fier e ee, 
Ar for their Merties ae Ctuel indeed, , ths 2 


7 e = 9 
aps unju earing and 

pt Gecko ara Ee SO etifohe appear — 

Pitiful Church Wil mee e 

macy H becher the ( 


Fi ES... Lit. 49. 


T Tal Fas 224 TEM. 3 


8 Sl. 
ui y 7 e [4 2 EE 45 0 ET 


ee, r 2 1 ol N 


7 8 ane e an 


aa 8 "= 8 
ou 417 _ 
2 TEE! ine 


* 


; 3 go" ae . f hl 
| L 4 fo N | 
tonal . 


_ bg „ 
begin, he en wills 
complidb their 


agr. Reſolutions rgo' rate 
A. ee Don foal 
JJ 5 on nl all. Loſe: ee 
_—_- 25 © Dis don Wit m, fog a Pedant 
i "= þ 5 8 —— with pn of tha pr rime 
7 eluk: of: clie:Realg. ! 3711-20; MIC 
in the mean tim ſhall be 
be taken from them, and 
ks be doubled: Tbey,ſhall 


Aſfurance df amttundonbted's 6 


; _ oi Fea i 
04.451 3654 the e . Bric 


n 77 — 
__ pi apa Ordination ant put it to a dan- 
; 8 Whether erelicy\hexvithio-the-Pale of 
e Church? They ſhall be. re UGEC tO, Ignorance, 
-ontempt, and by ery : The ncient 
x 17 Warr 5h Je: Arts of it Wall, in 
* nM all paris of it 18. oy 2 af the Fro- 
= 1 0 whereof a ort time pay 0 
BH E 2 Fara to the View bd World) and 
= | W Ne | 


* 


NJ + da 120 hoe hi 

Childtef in Mattizpe LORIE 

5 „band or 4 Wife, 122 br ge 

| elt, Pe — other Saſol nth 
1 en have, to wit, lack of Gobds g 

& Tarty i ab qe „ highe oP 54 

| s defire, er 1s het Np 

| 4 — wh andsf Þ N fo fi Juſt Caa) 4 45 5 2 7 5 8 
ma) admit them 10 71 For the” Gau o 

nor-to be hindred by the rupt Af pom 1 

of, who have ftripf ech ghe Farh of their C ountry 

i cod maß make | = with 5 rk 
will not tick her exclude. al other Rg. 


:hamo 


 'Senrences repealed by a Synod 8 
receĩve more Frohibitions Non Eecleſiaſt 
1 ſent thi ther. 
A 7 relles Pinie,. 
Cee pe ig Ps . 


4 * 
q F 
1 9 — 
, * 
« » 
ad . 


64 ar N 


„ 
* 4 _ a >; 
[T7 by 
CY 
E. 
5 = \ * 
14 124 2 4 


18 5 oli fo de ns Catecnifed 
. i bc 
* The common ** tha lf have An Comimiſ⸗ 

ſion 


Ses in every Pariſh, 
 Dexges: * Ig grant, 


Gaover 
0 wen 


n ical f 
* wal kno 6, n War ornf9 £4.10 
4 volunt ſeerera. + dou; ute cans At 
Eathere have been dri guit br B be. 
tweed the” Paltor 5 85 e 175 EY EE, | 
ejghibonr,atrd; el beſure 10 
ten in the Sentence. The Fra 


; e buy pad rep en SN 7 
e geo 
s mighe fake him Þ ra, TE 
e have mo 

W e 

n 

miſthickandto 
. 
od. ; 4901-1 


ba N | 


G ; Wi e eee, ee eee 
10 Bor ber. th Cogn «OM Ricks'de 
| 38 jr awilkple: 7 7 have: 45 2 5 5 


EN 
Kate yo reatt 7 bo 111 


Was the 
P 955 


10 


18 . 5 


Again, Error = or Von 
tary.to which the 25 e TK ſpeci 


en he. be believe 


the clean contrary, 455 not e OMe; 1 1 


S 9 ut about t 
| J Either. 01 


Patient A. 


1 76 00 is void, 
| 10 ke 52 Bo 
11 20 that i 1 


ol it was no | 
h 


e k Ke 
985 | 


95 


ole things. voll 
rror 1 15 195 . 27 n a = 15 | 
5 5 Pig, 1 25 BIS: 36 1 L 


* 


2 
in the ligion op 
7255 Ftny e u 


WM 7 net: 


wh 


ee ſelf (as appears by 


Fry jovi apes 


ae from 1 9 ale ron f. nec 
wed | wear ok 


SORE e. 
es. 


in matter of R. 25 
Taye f eed 0 25 


the 
Ts An uſed in thole Days) 0 id Sue for 


1 


only With 
b 4 Tl e 5 0655 
Add 


Wa le heat Free tc =o cio 


15 Nee, which nde ate eder 


ſpoſe uae 
y hich ; 


hert oo iy rr 


q es arg prejudice of his Superior, 


che Power of 
5, and Protection of the Subjects 


1285 == 


„ 


to his Buty; without his Superiors allowance. 


0 ccepts ne Zach -Pretences, tg ſeem obſequie 
Be CS of the undoubted 'of another Ve: 
Arms; ab Argent 


Law of an 1 0 inveſter 70 
by che py 3 18 bong Cots 5 


or. con- 
ious 


or otherwiſe, 
Bert he Nicht fa third. 
Eeſolhwithoir his Content: Fee oh n che inferigr 


. 
* 
x 
« 


Laſily, A Supervenient Oath or Covenant either 


* [990 
as without all manner of doubt, no Divine or Learned 
Caſuiſt in the WR Diſſenting. This Covenant is ei- 
ther void ia it ſelf, or at leaſt voided by his Majeſties 
Proclamation, prohibiting the taking of it, and nulli- 
fying its Obligation. F 
. - Secondly, It is confeſſed by all Men, that an Oath 
ought not to be the Bond of Iniquity, nor doth oblige 
a Man to be a Tranſgreſſor. The Golden Rule is, 22 
malis promiſſis reſcinde fidem, in turpi voto muta decre- 
tum, To obſerve a Wicked Engagement doubles the 
Sin: Nothing can be the matter of a Vow or Cove- 
nant, which is evidently unlawful. But it is evidently 
unlawful for a Subject or Subjects to alter the Laws 
Eſtabliſhed by Force, without the Concurrence, and © 
againſt the Commands of the e for 
the Introduction of a Foreign Diſcipline. This is the 
very Matter and Subject of the Covenant. Subjects 
Vow to God, and Swear one to another, to change 
the Laws of the Realm, to aboliſh the Diſcipline of 
the Church, and the Liturgy lawfully Eſtabliſhed, by 
the Sword, (which was never committed to their 
Hands by God or Man) without the King, againſt 
the King, which no Man can deny in Harneſt to be 
plain Rebellion. And it is yet worſe, that it is to the 
main prejudice of a third Order of the Kingdom, the 
taking oy whofe Rights without their Conſents, 
without making them Satisfaction, cannot be juſtified 
in point of Conſcience. (Yea tho? it were for the 
greater convenience of the Kingdom, as is moſt falſly 
pretended.) And is harder meaſure than the Ahhots 
and Friars received from Hepry the Eighth, or than 
either Chriſtians or Turks do offer to their Conquer d 
Enemies. ae Sh ot " 1 


With God or Man, cannot take away; the Obligation 
cla juſt Oath precedent. c ab + 


JS 
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ſubſequent Oath, inconſiſtent with, and deſtructive 
to a precedent Oath, that is the Oath of Supremacy, - 
Which all the Church-Men throughout the King- 
dom, all the Parliament-Menat their admiſſſon to 
the Houſe, all Perſons of Quality throughout England 
have taken. The former Oath acknowledgetfi the 
w_ to be the Only Supream Head, (that is Civil Head 
to ſe 


, 


- 


* 


e that every Man do his Duty in his Calling) | 
-and Governour of the Church of Erol add. The Se- 1* 
cond Oath or Covenant, to ſet, up the Presbyterian 
Government as it is in Scotland, denieth all this vir- 
tually, makes it a Political Papacy, acknowledgeth 
no Governors but only the Presbyters. The former 
Oath gives the King the Supream Power over all 
Perſons in all Cauſes. The ſecond Oath gives him a 
Power over all Perſons, (as they are Subjects, ) but 
none at all in Ecclefiaſtical Cauſes. This they make 
een . 
Buy all which it is moſt apparent, that this Cove- 
nannt was neither free nor deliberate, nor valid, nor 
lawful, nor conſiſtent with our former Oaths, Hut in- 
forced, deceitful, invalid, \impious, rebellious, and 
contradictory to our former Ingagements, and conſe- 
quently obligeth no Man to Performance, but all Men 
to Repentance. For the greater certainty whereof T 
. this ſtating of the Cã ſe, to all the Learn- 
ed Caſuiſts and Divines in Europe, touching the point 
of common Right; And that this is the true ſtate of 
the Caſe, I Appeal to our Adverſaries themſelves. No 
Man that hath any ſpark of Ingenuity will deny it. 
No Engliſh-Man who hath any tolerable degree of 
Judgment, or Knowledge in the Laws of his Country 
can deny it, but at the ſame Inſtant his Conſcience 
% / / 
They who plead for this Rebellion, dare not put 
to a Trial at Eaw, they do not ground their De- 
A | _— 


. 
4 


. 


fence upon the Laws, - but either upon their .] 
groundleſs Jealouſics and Fears, of the King's Inten- 
tion to introduce Popery, to ſubvert the Laws, and = 
to enſlave the People. This is to run into a certain 


Crime, for fear of an Uncertain. x 


c They who mtend to pick Quarrels, know how to. 


ſeign Suſpicions. Or they ground it upon the Succeſs 
of their Arms, or upon the Sovereign Right of the Peoplę, 


over all Laws and Magiſtrates, whoſe Repreſentatives 
they create themſelves, whilſt the poor People ſigh 


in corners, and dare not ſay their Soul is cheir own, 


lamenting their former Folly, to have contributed ſo 


much to their own Undoig. 
Or laſtly upon Religion, the Cauſe of God, the worſt 


Plea of all the reſt, to make God Acceſſary to theit Trea- - 


ons, Marthers, Covetouſneſs, Ambition, Chriſt did never 
authoriſe Subjects to plant Chriſtian Religion, much 
leſs their own fanatical Dreams,or fantaſtical Devices, 


in the Blood of their Sovereign, and Fellow-ſubjetts. \ 


|. Speak out, Is it Iawful for Subjects to take up Arms 
againſt their Prince zeerly for Religion? Or, Is it not 
lawful? If ye fay it is not lawful, ye condemn your 
ſelves, for your Covenant teſtifieth to the World, that 
ye have taken Up. Arms, meerly to alter Religion; and 
that ye bear no Allegiance to your King, but only an 
order to Religion; that is, in plain terms, to your own 
Humours and Conceits. If ye ſay it is lawful, ye juſtifie 


bY 


Leiden and his Crew. Ye break down the Banks of Ot- 


the Independents in England, for 3 your 
ohn 


ſelves, ye juſtifie the Anabaptiſts in Germany, 


der, and make way for an Inundation of Blood and 


Confuſion in all Countries, Ye render your ſelves 
juſtly Odious to all Chriſtian Magiſtrates, when they 


ſee, that oy owe their Safety not to your good Wits, 


but to your Weatneſs, that ye want ſufficient Strength 


to cut their Throats. This is fine Doctrine for Europe, 


wherein 


bo. 
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" ard there is ſcarce thatKing or or St | 
not Subjects of different Opinions and Com? unions 2 
in Religion. Or laftly, If ye fay; It is E fl for you 
5] | 50 plant that which J apprehend'ro be 7 "44 Bb 
_ force of Arms; but it is not law ful for others 8 
*Y Thy — 5 that which4hej apprehend to be true Rel ” 
1 "8 ng 4 becauſe yours is the Go} pls theirs is nt. Ve 
1 „ Queſtion, and make your ſelves ridiculouſly Fartial 
1 by your over-weening Opinion, worſe than that © 1 


= _ the Men of Chin, as if ye only had two Eyes, And 1 
A the reſt of the World 9 55 ſtark Blind There is more 8 
. whe ofa Fool, than of Hip, that is wiſe, in his . 
5 | SPED 
_—-.-.- 1 would to God we mi ght be ſo hap y, 48 to ſeen 
—_ General Council of Emig aug leaſt a General Synod 
VVV Proteſtants, and that the firſt At might.] ola * RS; 
= . - . @denounce aft Anarhema Marinatha Againſt all Broachers Ss 27 ga 
3 And Maintainers of Sedirious Principles, to takeaway _© 
=_ | the Scandal which tees 190 Chriſtian Religion, and 8 
=_ " the Principles of Humani "In the mean time, let all 
Tc briſtiag Magiſtrates, Bo are 2 incipally concerned. . 5 1 
beware how chey ſuffer this Cockarrice Egg to bs 7 | 
_ hatch'din their Dominions. Much more how: bet 
5 ; 1 Or. Baal-Berithz the Baalims of the Ca. 1 
Fes, It Were worth the, inquiring, ; Kiather, che 
A arks 0 of: Antichrif do not agree as emipently to the 
_ _ Hol General of Stofland,. as Aus td the Pope, _ 
pr to che Tt: Thisweſce Plain 10 25 that 19 5 being * 
eus at che Ruins of the Cuil Mag hey fit 
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